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Reaumur and Fahrenheit, to come 
exactly to that common point which 
is to freeze up all military ardour, 
and to petrify even the latent heat 
of Bonaparte, even at this very sea- 
son, so bright in the eyes of army 
contractors, we have, at times, fal- 
len into, perhaps the strange belief, 
that peace is actually negociating ; 
that the almost solitary Mr. Whit- 
bread, so singular in the House of 
Commons, may now have his as- 
sociates in the cabinet ; that the prin- 
ciple of the Wellesley party is more 
and more unpopular there ; that the 
present ministers see they can keep 
their places only by the adverse prin- 
ciple of looking, perhaps too late, to 
the remaining resources of the Em- 
pire, sensible at last, however reluc- 
tantly, that the state of the inferior 
classes is such as can no longer main- 
tain the unparalle,lled.profusion of the 
war, and the enormous prodigality 
of the state ; and tardily convinced, 
that a taxation, correspondent to such 
expenditure, cannot longer be evisr 
cerated from a community without 
employment. Intercourse with, Ame- 
rica must continue closed by the 
war ; and intercourse with Russia, 
by the winter. . How England will 
sustain the sufferings of the winter, 
in the labouring part of her people, 
it is difficult to say ; and as to Ire- 
land, we hear that above 30,000 
manufacturers, at this moment, are 
out of employ in the city of Dublin, 
and its neighbourhood. War must 
have a termination ; and that we are 
sometimes led to think, cannot' in 
tjie nature of things, nor in human 
nature, he long delayed. Reform, 
at least economical reform, as it has- 
obstinately been denied to the de- 
sires, will at last be granted to the 
distresses of the people ; and what 
would have been contemplated as a 
p.rojud triumph by Chatham and 
Camden, and Charles Fox, to lay 
the first stone in the renewed temple 



of the constitution, comprehensive 
of all the people,, will perhaps (such, 
is the strange mutation of men and 
things,) become the servile and con. 
strained office of the most illiberal, 
and incapable of administrations, in 
the whole course of British his- 
tory. 

The return of Bonaparte to Paris, 
baffles the prognostics of those, who 
so sagely anticipated his total down- 
fall ; and who so gravely, and so ig- 
norantly, reiterated the accounts of 
bis death, his capture, &c. The 
29th Bulletin admits the discomfiture 
of his armies, and the disappoint- 
ment of his hopes in the Russian 
campaign. ' Yet if peace is. not made 
in the course of the winter, he will 
probably renew the war with re- 
doubled force in the spring, and hu- 
manity will be vexed by the alter- 
nate defeats, and successes of the 
contending parties, both in the pe- 
ninsula, and in the North of Eu- 
rope, 



CORRESPONDENCE. 
To tie Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 

Gentlemen, 
YOUR short and pithy reply to 
the fire and faggot article which ap- 
peared in the Belfast Commerciaf 
Chronicle, under the signature of 
" A Methodist," has, 1 perceive, 
drawn forth another advertisement 
from the same quarter, which has 
verified the old adage, " fight wkh a 
chimney-sweeper, and you will at 
least have your clothes dirtied." I 
regretted much that yr>"' honoured 
the article in question with a repljr, 
as, like some venomous reptiles, it 
contained both poison and antid«(te. 
No oije could read it, without con- 
ceiving he saw the author, with the 
faggot an his back, and the torch in 
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his hand, as willing to commit an 
auto de fe on the authors, as on the 
numbers of the magazine. That 
your readers may have the opportu- 
nity of reading and judging of those 
articles, the original attack, and the 
hypocritical rejoinder, I would 
strongly recommend you to publish 
both on the cover of the next num- 
ber of your magazine, without other 
comment, than that the real friends 
to your reputable work conceive 
themselves under a negative com- 
pliment to this fire-brand of Metho- 
dism, for rousing a number of well- 
disposed persons from their apathy, 
and inducing them to step forward 
to prevent the nation from being dis- 
graced, by suffering such a work to 
fall, for want of support. 

You should scorn to contaminate 
your pages with a reply to such 
trash, and by printing it on the 
cover, your readers can judge of it, 
and when the book goes to the bind- 
er, the two articles will be con- 
signed to " merited oblivion." 

A Subscriber. 

In compliance with the wish of our 
correspondent, the " Methodist's" two 
letters wilt be found on the cover. The 
spirit which actuates the writer, may 
be thus seen by those who have not had 
an opportunity of reading the Belfast 
Commercial Chronicle, in which his 
letters were published. It is well that 
the age of persecution is gone past, 
otherwise, a witter who avows his pre- 
dilection for caustic remedies might 
carry his intolerance beyond the bounds 
by which he is at present limited. 



A writer, to whom we have for- 
merly been under obligation for his 
political communications, informs, 
that he lately sent a letter to the 
editor of the Belfast Commercial 
Chronicle, proposiug some queries 



to two writers in that paper, who 
had advocated the Ami-Catholic pe- 
tition, now circulating for signatures 
in several parts of the country ; but 
that his letter was refused insertion 
in the Chronicle. He requests we 
may give it admission in our pines, 
to which we have no objection, leav- 
ing out such parts as ret'er only to 
the previous letters, and which 
would be rather unintelligible to 
those who have not seen them. The 
following pertinent queries are ju- 
diciously proposed. Their applica- 
bility to the general subject of the 
petition may be perceived by those, 
who know nothing of the original, 
immediate grounds of the contro- 
versy, which gave rise to them ; and 
their interest is not lessened by an 
unacqnaintance with the previous 
letters. 

If the Roman Catholic was the 
established religion, would the Pro- 
testant not wish for his full share in 
the political representation of the 
state ? Did this petition originate 
with and emanate from the people ? 
Or did it come from the castle, 
through the jaundiced channel of 

MINISTERIAL INFLUENCE, tO be propt 

by dignitaries of the establishment ? 
Is the Protestant clerical advocate 
like his great master, content to ride 
on an ass > or like Paul of Tarsus, 
willing to labour with his own hands, 
rather than be burthensome ? No ! 
" To dig he cannot, and to beg he 
is ashamed." Did any of the agents 
employed to procure signatures, in- 
form the multitudes, who are said to 
have flocked to sign, that by sign- 
ing this Anti-Catholic petition, they 
aHbrded the minister a pretext for 
holding his place, and rivetted the 
tythe system a little closer ? And 
by withholding their signatures, 
would they not open a door, and 
show a willingness for melioration i 
If the advocates of the petition deal 
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in sacred things, let them remember 
that the " weapons of their warfare 
ought not to be carnal." Let them 
also recollect that important adtno 
nit ion — " Love the brethren." " If 
any man say, I love God, and hate 
his brother, he is a liar." — 1st Epis- 
tle of John, c. iv. v. 20. 

A Presbyterian. 
Ballymena. 

A Correspondent from Ballymena in- 
forms, that a number of the most re- 
spectable men in that neighbourhood, of 
known and indisputable loyalty, have 
not signed the Anti-Catholic petition, 
notwithstanding the utmost efforts of a 
neighbouring clergyman to procure sig- 
natures. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine . 

AS I suppose you intend to make 
some observations in this month's 
magazine on the Anti-Catholic 
petition, which is at present in circu- 
lation through the County of Antrim, 
I beg leave to direct your attention 
to the question respecting the peti- 
tion being smuggled through the 
county, and also to the mode that 
has been adopted of acquiring signa- 
tures. In the first place, it appears 
to me to be clandestinely smuggled 
through the county, because the 
petition itself, so far as 1 know, has 
never been published in any news- 
paper, or public print, and, there- 
fore, we are not certain, that the pe- 
tition which is now in circulation 
will not be altered before it be de- 
livered to Parliament ; and because 
it has never been publicly owned by 
the framers, and therefore we are 
not absolutely certain who they are, 
or whether it was framed at the 
Castle of Dublin, St. Ja:;ies' Palace, 
Carlton House, or in some obscure 
Orange Lodge '. 



And with respect to the mode that 
has been adopted for procuring sig- 
natures, it has, in many places, 
been shameful in the extreme! 
Masters of Orange Lodges use all 
their influence with their own par- 
ty, and the cry is, sign against the 
Popish Bill, or it will surely pass 
this Parliament. Landlords and 
agents have, iti many instances, 
sent the most pressing letters through 
the different Protestant and Presby- 
terian congregations, requesting the 
people to sign it ; and, in some in- 
stances, even school-boys have been 
applied to; so that 1 am tempted to 
think, it must be some Court ma- 
noeuvre ! ! ! 

A County Antrim Protestant. 

To ike Proprietor! of the Belfast Magazine. 
CO. DOWN ANTI-CATHOLIC PETITION : 

I cannot call it Protestant Petition, 
notwithstanding the authority of. its 
promoters. Let them call it the 
" Orange Petition;" or, the "No Po- 
pery Petition !" But to call it the 
Protesfant Petition, is an arrogant 
assumption : it is a libel on the record- 
ed liberality of the Protestants of 
Ireland, who have given the sanc- 
tion of their name to the cause of 
toleration. 

A certain country 'Squire, whose 
name was once conspicuous among 
the friends of the people, appears 
registered in the ranks of the " No 
Popery." This gentleman has sent 
round a violent Anti-Catholic Peti- 
tion through his neighbourhood for 
signatures ; and though his own does 
hot appear, (as I am informed,) he 
has commissioned a Captain in Dro- 
more, and others elsewhere, to beat 
up for names.' The noble Captain. 
whose own principles are yet a ques- 
tion among the higher order of poli- 
ticians, has iiot. scrupled to lend his 
influence to the circulation of this in- 
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strument. Tbe result has been, to 
the eternal disgrace of all parties 
concerned in this dark business, 
that no respectable name appears on 
their list: and as they naturally 
' court the darkness, because their 
deeds are evil/* they have not 
the confidence to offer the petition 
directly for the signature of any 
person of character* in Dromore, 
or its vicinity. 

It has been -timidly whispered 
about, that a certain Prelate of this 
County had lent his name to the 
furtherance of this clandestine pro- 
cedure. But vte cannot, will not, 
Believe that the successor of the li- 
beral and enlightened Percy could 
so far degrade his own character, 
and that of his see.. If the fact, how- 
ever^ be so, why conceal it, butfrom 
the consciousness of its being disgrace- 
ful? 

It is amusing enough, to wit- 
ness the efforts that are making in 
this business. The object of these 
gentlemen is now only to procure 
quantity of names to fill the parch- 
ment; The same, and ever consistent 
noble Captain, whose office has been 
lately converted into a ticket-rank, 

• ft may be proper here, for fear of 
giving offence, to make honourable men- 
tion of the very Rev. Ex-Grand Secretary 
of the Orange Lodges in the County of 
Down, who put hjs respectable name at 
the head and front of the Dromore. loyal- 
ists. The -win and no tie master of ceremo- 
nies aforesaid, willing to give the first 
seats in the synagogue to the worthiest 
members, left a vacancy of a dozen lines, 
for the other Gentlemen who, after Mr. 
B. and himself, were expected ,(o affix 
their names. Unfortunately, the space 
has hitherto remained unfilled', and the in- 
genious reader is obliged to supply the 

vacuity „ down to the names of the 

respectable, members, of " The Dromore 
Yeomanry" who have submitted to the 
Imperial Legislature, the result of their 
sapient deliberations on this political ques- 
tion. 



was obliged last fair-day, by press 
of business, to remove the petition 
to the market-house of the town : 
to enter which, the loyal Protestant 
country-folk were attracted, by the 
words, 

" Protestant Petition here !" 

daubed on the wall. Yet even this 
hitch did not succeed. 

In Newry, the petition has not, I 
believe, showed itself as yet. ' The 
gallant General and Field Marshal, 
the natural representative of that 
borough, is contented, it seems, 
with punishing the enemies of 
Church and State, by exclusion from 
the benefits of milk and butler ! .' .' 

It has been truly said, that when 
Catholics are opposed by instruments 
so formidable, their Emancipa- 
tion, is hopeless indeed! 

Q. 

To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine, 



One of the tag rag and bobtail of 
a wretched administration being bu- 
sily employed a few days ago in get- 
ting signatures to an Anti-Catholic 
petition, asked a respectable farmer 
to sign it — who refused ; the under- 
strapper insisted on his giving a rea- 
son ; with which the other readily- 
complied, saying, that he had been 
an United Irishman, and that he con- 
sidered the obligation still binding on 
him to promote a brotherhood of 
affection among Irishmen of every 
religious persuasion, and to procure 
an equal representation of all the 
Irish people in Parliament ; and 
were he to sign that petition, he 
would consider himself a perjured 
man; at the same time telling the 
other, that the same reason should 
operate with him, as he knew him 
to have been an United Irishman also ! 

D. 
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To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 



Gentlemen, 

As 1 have unfortunately been only 
a casual reader of your Magazine, 
I have hut very lately seen the lev? 
last Numbers ; and finding yon are 
about to bring your labours to a 
close, I am anxious, before the cir- 
culation entirely ceases, to correct 
an error into- which the very able 
writer of your political retrospect 
has fatten, with respect to Henry 
Brougham. In this town, we feel 
a lively interest in whatever affects 
the reputation of this young, but al- 
ready distinguished statesman. His 
able and indefatigable exertions to 
procure the repeal of the Orders in 
Council, form but a fraction of his 
claims to our gratitude. In his short 
political career, we have ever found 
him the earnest assertor of the best 
interests o\ his country, and of hu- 
man nature. I appeal to the part he 
has taken with regard td. the African 
Slave-trade, the flogging of soldiers, 
the retrenchment of expenditure. 
Catholic emancipation; and reform in 
Parliament. In the discussion of 
e#ery question, we may admire the 
greatness of his talents, but we have 
also to admire the correctness of his 
views. Is it fitting that such a man 
should lie held forth to the world as 
a quack ? 

I have reference to various ex- 
pressions in your Monthly Retro- 
spect of Politics, such as '* Brough- 
am's specific," ** Brougham's placa- 
bo*," &c« &''•> but particularly to the 
following paragraph, which I find 
at page, 152 

" England is a prey to quack ad- 
vertisements, political as well as 'me- 
dical ; and, with due respect to the 
difference of the personages, the 
same deference is paid, to the pre- 
scriptions of Brodum, and the pre- 
dir'ions of Brougham. The cordial of 
an accommodation of all differences 

BELFAST MAC. NO. LIU. 



with America on the instant of their 
receiving the. suspension of our or- 
ders, does excellently well in Sis- 
pending the hysteric languishments 
of Liverpool spectators, but it may 
be asked, how this rising political 
lawyer becomes so intimately acquaint- 
ed with the designs of the American 
Cabinet, or with the dispositions of 
the American people, with whom 
war itself will have the certain effect 
of extinguishing all party spirit in 
the public exigence, and tying to- 
gether the Federalist and Anti-Fe- 
deralist in the unity of American- 
ism?" 

Mr. Brougham, .1 presume, be- 
came acquainted with the designs of 
the American Cabinet, in a way 
which was open to every individual, 
by attending to their public acts, and 
to their public documents. The ar- 
rangement with Mr. Erskine,, (to 
whatever censure it may be liable 
in the eyes of a British ministry,) 
was certainly not indicative' of an 
anti-pacific spirit, and the language 
of their ambassador in London, and 
of their executive at Washington, 
has always justified the confidence 
with which Mr. Brougham spake of 
the result to be expected from a re- 
peal of the Orders. It is true that be-^ 
fore these orders were issued, certain 
complaints existed on the part of the 
American Government against ours ; 
but there is no reason to suppose, 
that the former would not have ac- 
ceded to an arrangement which 
would have restored our relations 
to the state in which they stood at the 
time the orders were dated ; tliey 
must have regarded the repeal (if it 
bad taken place unaccompanied by 
the circumstances which afterwards 
attended it,) as a manifestation of a 
friendly disposition. But it would 
seem, some persons are disposed to 
infer, that Mr. Brougham is not 
warranted in his " prediction," be- 
cause the repeal of the Orders was 
s s s 
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not immediately followed, by a sus- 
pension of hostilities. The writel 
of your Retrospect may be one of 
these ; and it may be, therefore, that 
he has chosen to rank this statesman 
as a political Bnxhim. But how 
can this be reconciled with candour 
or justice? Would it be right to set 
down a physician as a mere pretend- 
er to his art, because the patient 
for whom he has prescribed, ex- 
pires before his remedy can be ad- 
ministered ? Yet is this precisely 
the case with Mr. Brougham, and 
his " prediction." . " Give this 
draught to the sick man," (a grave 
Doctor could scarcely add — ' before 
he dies!') "it will restore him to 
health." , <« Repeal the Orders in 
Council," said the statesman, (but 
he of course intended to imply — « be- 
fore matters get worse,') " and Ameri- 
ca will, on this point, be satisfied, 
and peace will be restored between 
Ui." Mr. Brougham could not be 
understood as asserting, that, under 
all Circumstances which might oc- 
cur, the repeal ot the Orders would 
be sufficient to restore our relations; 
but that it would be sufficient to 
prevent a recourse to the dernier re- 
sort, if not, already adopted.^ 

. In support pt the reasonableness 
of Mr. Brougham's prediction, I 
haye referred you generally. to the 
previous acts and documents of the 
American government, in confirma- 
tion of x his view, permit me further 
to request your re-perusal of a subse- 
quent document, dated at Wash- 
ington, 1st June, 1812, the Message 
of Mr. Madison to the Congress, be- 
fore the close of the last session. It 
appears to one, 'that the whole of 
that paper fully establishes the opi- 
nion, that if the Orders in Council 
had been repealed bejore the decla. 
ration of war, we should now be at 
peace.with America; but I cannot 
refrain from particularly pointing 
out the following extract. 



" Nay, so far were the attempts 
carried to overcome the attachment 
of the British Cabinet to its unjust 
edicts, (the Orders in Council,) that 
it received every encouragement 
within th* competency of the exe- 
cutive branch of government, to 
expect that a repeal of them would be 
followed by a war between the ' United 
States and France, unless the French 
edicts should also be repealed. Even 
this- communication, although silen- 
cing for ever the plea of a disposi- 
tion in the United States to acquiesce, 
in those edicts, originally the sole 
plea for them, received no atten- 
tion." 

That the war is likely to be regardr 
ed in America, not as a question be- 
tween opposing domestic parties, but 
as a national question, is, 1 believe, 
pretty well ascertained ; and it ought 
to be regarded on this side the At- 
lantic with the same patriotic views. 
With such views, 1 believe, Mr. 
Brougham considered the subject 
which proved the immediate cause, 
of the war; and I. look upon the ac- 
knowledgment which he wrung from 
those whose interest, whose reputa- 
tion, whose ministerial existence, 
appeared, at the time we speak of, 
to hang by a blind adherence to their 
error, as an incontestable proof at 
once of the sturdiness of his facts, of 
the soundness of his principles, and 
of the purity of his motives. 

I am sorry thus to intrude on you, 
but the interest I feel on the subject, 
must plead as my apology for re- 
questing to insert this letter, in jus- 
tice to the character of a man, whom, 
though without such intention, I 
conceive } our publication is calculat- 
ed unjustly to depreciate in the esti- 
mation of your readers. 

B, F. 
Liverpool, 19th Dec. 1812. 



